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Stewardship of the Environment Committee Quarterly Report to Bishop Mary

This is the SEC's first quarterly report for Bishop Mary. This concise report is consistent 
with the revised SEC mandate and it contains a brief review of our activities, a short 
summary of our plans and environmental news (succinct information capsules we hope 
the Bishop will deem worthy of her attention).

Review and plans

This January the SEC formally relaunched with new leadership, a new vision and a new 
mission. We see environmental interest as a way of building bridges and fostering unity. 
We are producing a series of 3 videos to maximize both our reach and our appeal. 
During the first few months of 2018 we have been coordinating with a film maker and 
working on information gathering. In addition to informally speaking to people and 
documenting their attitudes about nature we have also created a survey. These 
discussions and the survey results will be incorporated into our videos.  As part of the 
preproduction phase of the project we are currently working on storyboards and scripts. 

We are connecting with other faith groups that are focused on environmental concerns. 
On April 16th the chairperson of the SEC will be formally welcomed on the Green 
Churches' Board of Directors. We also follow ecologically minded organizations within 
the Canadian Anglican tradition including Creation Matters, ACEN, Greening Sacred 
Spaces and Greeningspirit.ca.

We have amplified Bishop Mary's messages about plastic waste (01/20, 02/14, 02/16 and 
03/10), and expanded on this message by curating and publishing 21 related posts. 

Although our primary focus in 2018 will be the creation of a series of three short videos. 
we will also continue to amplify Bishop Mary's environmentally themed interests and 
posts. Finally, we will continue to provide quarterly reports to our Bishop.

Environmental news capsules

• Friday March 2, 2018 was the World Day of Prayer and the theme was climate 
change. 

• The Trump administration and Republican legislators continue to enact policy 
and pass laws that accelerate environmental degradation and increase climate 
change causing emissions.  

• According to a March 2018 Auditors General report, Canada will not meet its 
2020 emissions reduction commitment outlined in promises made following the 
Paris Climate Accord. 
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• The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby attended Oceania Anglican FONO on 
March 2. "We will be listening much more than speaking, when we listen, we 
hear voices of the vulnerable, whether in the natural creation or amongst human 
beings and small Islands states that are deeply vulnerable to climate change." 
Archbishop Welby said, adding, "The Anglican communion is the communion of 
reconciliation...I think my prayer for this is that we have a clear and creative 
message from the Pacific to take to CHOGM.” The Archbishop Winston Halapua, 
Primate for Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia described 
the FONO as a time to connect with Nature. "When we speak, we try to listen to 
the environment, that is the abundance we have missed for years," Archbishop 
Halapua said.

• On March 20, Pierrefonds-Roxboro adopted their second sustainable 
development plan which follows up on the inaugural plan launched in 2012. 

• Anglicans in New Zealand participated in a climate change protest at a 
petroleum conference on March 27th. The protestors from the Diocese of 
Wellington say that expanding the exploitation of fossil fuels is incompatible 
with combating climate change. They encouraged people to write to their 
politicians and they staged other creative events. Among those at the protest 
were Reverend Andy Hickman, his wife and four young daughters. 

• Archbishop Winston Halapua, Primate for Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New 
Zealand and Polynesia described the FONO as a time to connect with Nature. 
“When we speak, we try to listen to the environment, that is the abundance we 
have missed for years,'' Archbishop Halapua said.

• On March 30, as birders assembled at the Technoparc in St-Laurent for the 
second-annual Good Friday Migration, environmentally concerned citizens 
rallied to support the Park's wetlands. Part of the park is being developed and 
the wetlands are being drained. However, environmentalists and birders are 
encouraged by the fact that Montreal's new Mayor Valerie Plante announced the 
city would disband the non-profit organization that runs the technopark and 
assume management. People are hopeful because of Plante's environmental 
convictions. In December she attended a two-day North American climate 
summit in Chicago and she was also present when the province of Quebec 
announced that it will invest $75 million to decontaminate Montreal soil. 

• Earth Day takes place on Sunday April 22, 2018. Faith communities and other 
groups will join millions of people to commemorate this important day. 

The next three SEC quarterly reports are scheduled for June 2018, October 2018 and 
January 2019.
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