
Harvey Shepherd

Richard Lord’s life was one of
achievement – in sports, his career,
social concern, the black communi-
ty, the provincial and federal Liberal
parties, and other fields – particular-
ly his faith.
He was a lifelong member and a

pillar of St. George’s Church Place
du Canada, where his funeral service
took place March 15, following his
death March 9. (He was 84.) Among
other things, he served as a lay read-
er, people’s warden and a director of
the Canadian Bible Society, a post he
held at the time of his death.
But people seem to take particular

pleasure in recalling his career in
athletics, both for his own ground-
breaking achievements as a young
athlete and for his support to other

young athletes.
For his sister, Gwen Lord, his ef-

forts to organize sports teams and
rustle up equipment for them as a
teenager in Lower Westmount – or,
as he sometimes said, Upper St.
Henri – were among her cherished
memories – along with the fact that
he in large part put her through
nursing school at Sir George
Williams University in Montreal in
the 1950s. She also recalled his un-
precedented admission to Michigan
State University on a hockey schol-
arship.
Delivering a eulogy on behalf of

the family to a near-capacity congre-
gation including Bishop Barry
Clarke, she said that throughout Mr.
Lord’s life St. George’s played a cen-
tral part in his life and that of other

members of his family.
“This is our church.”
She said her brother’s faith sup-

ported him through his life and in
his death.
“He is truly a believer. You don’t

have to be sorry for him.”
Of the many tributes that came in

after Mr. Lord’s death, the rector of
St. George’s, Ven. Bill Gray, selected
one from a friend and fellow hockey
player to share with the congrega-
tion. Norm Lupovitch of Toronto, in
California at the time of the funeral,
sent another lifetime friend a mes-
sage that was passed along to
Archdeacon Gray. It said in part:
“Ritchie was one of my best

friends at high school and, yes, later
in life. We played on the Westmount
High School football and hockey
teams together. We were co-captains
of both. At college we both had
hockey scholarships. He went to

Michigan and I went to Denver and
we played against each other.
“I remember him giving me a

solid bodycheck against the boards
and, when I got up, we hugged.
“…I will take the time…to sit

solemnly in my respect and love for
such a great person and friend.”
Richard Lord was the beloved

husband of Carol Spence, still a lead-
ing member of St. George’s and the
diocese in her own right. The broth-
er of Gwen and Frederick, he was
predeceased by his parents, James
Levi Lord and Susan Kathleen Daley,
brothers Robert and Reginald and
his sister Louise. He leaves behind
many nieces and nephews.
The family suggested that well-

wisher could send donations to the
Atwater Library or the Canadian
Bible Society of Montreal.
For more on Richard Lord, see

Page 5.
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Dynamic two pick up the
torch of Prayer Fellowship
Harvey Shepherd

Stacey Neale “went back to
church” in early 2007 after an ab-
sence of some years. She began at-
tending the Church of St. Andrew
and St. Mark in Dorval and attended
a workshop program there that she
found particularly helpful in nour-
ishing her rekindled faith.
The topic was different kinds of

prayer. The workshop leader was a
fellow parishioner and active Angli-
can, Norma Sklivas, a pastoral visi-
tor and lay reader known in the dio-
cese for her keen interest in theology
and spirituality. In 2002, Mrs. Skli-
vas was also asked by Archbishop
Andrew Hutchison to be the Mon-
treal diocesan representative of a
network called the Anglican Fellow-
ship of Prayer.
Leading the workshop Ms. Neale

attended was among the last things
Mrs. Sklivas did in that role. Within

a few months of the workshop,
Norma Sklivas died of cancer in the
summer of 2007.
The post of diocesan representa-

tive of the prayer fellowship became
vacant. It remained vacant almost
until now.
But it turns out that Valerie I.

Bennett, a parishioner of St. Paul’s
Greenfield Park on the South
Shore, cherished a dream of help-
ing to bring the fellowship back to
the diocese as she continued her
busy round of Anglican activities,
spiritual and practical. When Bishop
Barry Clarke approached her about
reviving the fellowship in the dio-
cese, “it was an answer to a prayer.”
She seldom ran across anyone

who knew much about the Fellow-
ship of Prayer and was surprised and
delighted to discover that her friend
Stacey was quite interested in the fel-
lowship. The two often found them-

selves attending the same diocesan
functions and events and the fellow-
ship came up one day when they
were chatting on their way out of
town to one of them.
One thing led to another. The

bishop announced at the March
meeting of the Diocesan Council
that Valerie Bennett and Stacey
Neale are the new diocesan repre-

sentatives of the Anglican Fellow-
ship of Prayer. (The appointments
actually took effect late last year but
the two kept a low profile, although
Mrs. Bennett, especially, made con-
tract with the modest Canadian
leadership structure.)
“As Montreal co-chairs they will

try to introduce the Anglican Fel-
lowship of Prayer into the life of the

diocese,” the bishop said. “As a dio-
cese, we are called to be a people of
prayer but sometimes I get the feel-
ing that prayer is the last resort we
reach out to. We want to remind
ourselves that our foundation is
Jesus Christ.”

For more on the Anglican Fellowship
of Prayer, see Page 10.

STACEY NEALE AND VALERIE BENNETT disprove any notion that people who pray a lot have to be perpet-
ually solemn. (Photo: Ardyth Robinson)
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policy.
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to greater Detroit.

Page 6: Action Réfugiés
Montréal marks 20 years.
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of Montreal gets
four new priests.

FOLLOWING THE ORDINATION March 30 of four new priests in the
Diocese of Montreal, they and their many well-wishers moved to the
sanctuary of Christ Church Cathedral for the usual session of picture-
taking. One of the ordinands, Rev. Brian Perron got into the spirit of
things by holding his up-to-date cell phone at arm’s length and taking
this picture of Rev. Alain Brosseau, Perron himself, Bishop Barry Clarke,
Rev. Lorne Eason and Rev. Nicholas Pang. We think this is the first selfie
ever published in The Montreal Anglican. For more on the ordinations,
see Page 7.

Historic moment in Anglican photojournalism

St. James
the Apostle
celebrates
150 years
It was on May 1st, 1864 that

the first public worship was held
in St. James the Apostle Anglican
Church in what is now down-
town Montreal. Events May 1, 3
and 4 will mark the sesquicen-
tennial.
A candlelight service and re-

ception Thursday, May 1, at 7
p.m. will mark the exact anniver-
sary. A wine-and-cheese recep-
tion in Shatford Hall will follow.
There will be a gala dinner Sat-

urday, May 3, at Club Atwater.
However, the deadline to buy
tickets was April 15.
Bishop Barry B. Clarke of

Montreal, will officiate at a spe-
cial 150th-Anniversary sung Eu-
charist Sunday, May 4, at 11 a.m.
The service will feature a 150th-
Anniversary Motetwritten by Ru-
pert Lang of Christ Church
Cathedral, Vancouver. The serv-
ice will be followed by light re-
freshments.
The church is at 1439 St.

Catherine St. W., at the corner of
Bishop Street.

Richard Lord: ‘Such a great person and friend’

THE BLACK MONTREALER
who arrived on a hockey
scholarship and said he
want ed to play hockey sur-
prised officials of the Uni-
versity of Michigan at first,
but before long it was his
performance on the ice
that impressed them.
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The
Bishop’s
Message

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Sunday, May 11th is Mother’s Day. May is also known as the

month of Mary, the mother of our Lord. In this message to you,
I invite you to think about maternal and child health.
The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund

(PWRDF) in a joint program with the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA) plans to focus on maternal and
child health in 59 villages in Burundi, Mozambique and
 Tanzania.
PWRDF strives to be part of the outreach ministry of every

Canadian Anglican parish and an expression for all Anglicans
of their baptismal covenant to strive for justice and peace and to
respect the dignity of every human being.
The PWRDF has the vision of “a truly just, healthy and peace-

ful world.”
The Maternal and Child Health Initiative is an important part

of this vision.
“Through this five-year joint program PWRDF and African

partners will deepen and extend the impact of work already ac-
complished with CIDA funding in 2009-2011,” said Adele
Finney, Executive Director of the PWRDF. “With the help of
Anglicans across Canada, PWRDF has committed itself to put-
ting half a million dollars a year into this program, knowing that
governments in the three countries have acknowledged the
value of our partners’ work and want it expanded. We also ex-
pect PWRDF/CIDA partners will have much to share within
the Anglican Communion through the capacity-building work
of the Anglican Alliance: Relief, Development, Advocacy. The
churches’ grassroots presence in communities strengthens de-
velopment effectiveness and sustainability. This is an exciting
opportunity.”

The program will reach about 1.5 million people through
awareness-raising about health issues and nutrition. It will
work with local governments to address cultural practices that
negatively impact women’s health and participation and will
seek to ensure better access to health care for pregnant women,
mothers, and children. Close to 1,700 community health work-
ers, HIV and AIDS educators and caregivers will be trained in
the villages, one hundred bicycle ambulances will help remote
villagers to reach clinics and hospitals, and new clinics will be
built where they are most needed.
Seventy per cent of the people in the 59 villages affected do

not have easy access to clean water or regular access to enough
food. Farmers will improve their skills and wells will be dug or
rehabilitated to increase access to nutritious food and clean
water throughout the targeted areas. Model farms will be creat-
ed to assist in improving agricultural techniques.
The executive director said, “PWRDF is proud of its 40 year

working relationship with CIDA, and looks forward to contin-
uing to work together with partners including the Anglican
Diocese of Bujumbura in Burundi, the Anglican Diocese of
Masasi in Tanzania, and the Association of Community Health
(EHALE) in Mozambique to improve the lives of mothers and
children throughout the region.”
In closing, I encourage us to support PWRDF as part of our

outreach in the Diocese to support maternal and child health-
care.
Pax,
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Designated “safe-church co-ordi-
nators’’ in parishes would be among
those responsible for receiving com-
plaints and working with those mak-
ing them under a new Diocese of
Montreal anti-harassment policy
considered recently by the Diocesan
Council.
But they would also have to con-

sult those accused of harassing em-
ployees, parishioners and volunteers
under the policy, which would also
seek to discourage false or malicious
complaints.
Presenting a 22-page draft – 51

pages, including an appendix of
forms and procedures – to the
March meeting of the Diocesan
Council, Sophie Bertrand, human
resources co-ordinator, said she ex-
pects there will be a training session
(or several regional ones) in June for
wardens, clergy, and others who
might be responsible for the pro-
gram. Parishes are already supposed
to have designated safe-church co-
ordinators – in many cases one of
the wardens – but will be reminded
to designate one if necessary,
At the meeting or in subsequent

conversation, she said the new poli-
cy will complement the provisions
on sexual misconduct in “vexatious
behaviour” clauses of the existing
Canon 34 of the diocese. Both would
be parts of the diocese’s “safe-church
policy,” along with several other

documents.
Archdeacon Bill Gray, chair of the

diocesan human resources commit-
tee, described the policy as an effort
to formalize policies that already
exist informally. He said harassment
can take many forms, of which gos-
sip is among the worst.
The policy statement was expect-

ed to be discussed further and per-
haps modified at the April meeting
of the Diocesan Council, which took
place after this issue of e Montreal
Anglican went to press.
A note in the draft anti-harass-

ment policy says that it “deals with
harassment that is not of a sexual na-
ture” and that policy on sexual mis-
conduct is found in Canon 34.
“If at any point in the investigative

process contained (in the anti-ha-
rassment policy) it is determined
that it is a sexual misconduct situa-
tion, this process will be stopped and
the process described for investiga-
tions of sexual misconduct will be
instituted.)”
(Canon 34, in turn, stipulates that

the complaint resolution procedure
it provides will generally be termi-
nated if the complainant takes the
matter to the civil courts.)
However, much of the language in

the anti-harassment policy docu-
ment refers to sexual matters. The
policy also includes what Bishop
Barry Clarke described in conversa-
tion as a reminder of an existing pol-

icy calling on him to revoke the li-
cence of any cleric found guilty in a
criminal proceeding of sexually as-
saulting a child, youth or “vulnera-
ble adult.” There is a similar provi-
sion for lay employees or volunteers
convicted of such a sexual assault.
Dealing with complaints of al-

leged harassment is not the only aim
of the policy and probably not the
most important. Ms Bertrand said
the policy is designed to protect the
diocese, which has legal obligations
as an employer, as well as the people
involved with it.
The draft document itself lists

three purposes of the policy, of
which only the third refers to the
complaint process.
The purposes of the policy:

• “To be educational, in that its exis-
tence will increase awareness of,
and sensitivity to, the negative im-
pact of harassment and an under-
standing of how it contravenes
Jesus’ teachings.
• “To prevent harassment by indi-
cating the seriousness with which
the Diocese of Montreal views this
issue.
• “To provide fair procedures for
handling complaints when they do
occur.”
An introduction says, “Harass-

ment, whether sexual, racial, based
on a personal characteristic or
through the abuse of authority, is
more prevalent in our society. Christ

has taught us that we are all created
equal, we are all to treat others as we
would like to be treated. But harass-
ment is also against the Quebec and
Canadian laws. It has a negative ef-
fect on employees, parishioners and
volunteers.
“The Church occupies a unique

position in society as a place for
sanctuary and spirituality. The
Church bases its principles on the
Gospels. In order to live out the
Gospels, it is necessary to ensure that
people feel safe, respected and cared
for while on Church property or
participating in church events or
dealing with those who represent the
Church.
“Therefore, harassment will not

be tolerated in the Diocese of Mon-
treal – in individual parishes, con-
gregations, parish events on Church
property or off, or at non-Church
programs held on Church property.
Immediate steps will be taken to end
any instances of harassment of
which the Church becomes aware.”
The draft policy makes a distinc-

tion between “psychological harass-
ment” based on race, sex, sexual ori-
entation or various other specific
grounds, which is covered by human
rights legislation, and disrespectful
behaviour or “personal harassment,”
not covered by legislation.
“As followers of Christ, we choose

to include personal harassment in
our harassment policy.”

Policy proposes
graduated responses
The draft Diocese of Montreal

policy on harassment sets up a
graduated series of responses to
allegations.
• Direct action. “Sometimes it is
possible to stop harassment just
by speaking up or by writing to
the harasser.”
• The next stage, informal proce-
dure, also does not involve an
investigation or report. Some-
one may raise a matter with a
rector, another priest, an arch -
deacon, a warden or the dioce-
san human resources depart-
ment and they may decide to
enlist the help of a safe-church
co-ordinator, who may seek to
resolve the matter in any of nu-
merous ways.
• In some cases where the alleged
harassment is not severe, the
com plainant and the alleged
harasser can voluntarily have
recourse to a neutral mediator.
• There is a formal complaint
procedure, to which a com-
plainant can have recourse with
or without trying the other op-
tions first. This involves filling
out forms, investigation, deci-
sion making and providing
rem edies for the victim and
corrective action for the harass-
er.
The policy says that, within 21

days of receiving an investigation
report, the bishop or his desig-
nate has to make a decision on
whether a complaint is substanti-
ated, or else refer the matter to
mediation. The bishop can dis-
miss the complaint or impose a
penalty, which may range from a
reprimand to dismissal from a
clerical, staff or volunteer posi-
tion and could include “full-
scope training on both the sexual
misconduct policy and the safe-
church regulation.
There is an appeal procedure.

The policy also says that some-
one found to have filed a false or
malicious complaint may be pe-
nalized.

Document seeks to codify anti-harassment policy

Schools use
church program
to protect kids
In 2012, All Saints Anglican

Church, Toronto, piloted a program
to teach school children about the
dangers of commercial sexual ex-
ploitation. Now, two years later,
with financial support from the dio-
cese, the program is widely used in
schools across Toronto.
Jolene Heida, a social worker at

All Saints, and a woman who has
been in the sex trade run the pro-
gram. They visit schools and train
guidance counsellors, teachers and
others. There has several compo-
nents, including understanding the
culture of the sex trade, becoming
aware of the risks factors for young
people and learning the four stages
of exploitation – luring, grooming,
exploitation and coercion.
Once the training is completed,

Heida and her partner visit the
schools – usually speaking to Grade
8 students, since the target age for
prostitution is 12 to 14. They show a
video that features four young peo-
ple who have experienced sexual ex-
ploitation and tell their stories in an
age-appropriate way.

– e Anglican

Rhonda Waters

Rev. Rhonda Waters is assistant
curate at Christ Church Cathedral

A number of years ago, I either in-
vented or discovered an image for
the church of the future that has
stayed with me to this day. The
church of the future – indeed, the
church of our present – needs to
have porous edges.
People are no longer familiar with

churches and what goes on in them,
quite the opposite in fact. As a result,
we need to create edges that allow

people to peek inside, to slip in and
out at their own pace, to test our
spaces and our communities with-
out an invitation and without a com-
mitment. Hosting concerts, sharing
space with community groups, hold-
ing outdoor liturgies, welcoming
people who don’t attend services
into small groups – all of these
things create porous edges and are
good for our churches and our com-
munities.
Last month, Christ Church Cathe-

dral held a screening of the NFB film
My Prairie Home, a porous-edge

event designed not only to create an
opportunity for people to check us
out but maybe to surprise them as
well. My Prairie Home is a musical
documentary about Rae Spoon, a
transgender indie singer who grew
up in a fundamentalist Christian
home on the Canadian prairie.
That the Cathedral would screen

such a film in the church might not
surprise many of the regular readers
of e Montreal Anglican; it did not
fit with the preconceived notions
many downtown Montrealers held
about the big stone church above the

mall. At 9:30 pm on Saturday, April
26, their curiosity piqued, people
came through our doors and discov-
ered a beautiful space and a faithful
community of Christians who are
also lovers of independent art, pas-
sionate about justice, and who cele-
brate diversity as a gift from God.
That may be the only time we see

some of the people who joined us
that night but that’s okay. We made
ourselves available on their terms –
the rest is up to God.

Christ Church Cathedral goes porous
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You might not think that Detroit,
known these days for industrial, eco-
nomic and population decline, racial
tension and crime, where the city
government filed for bankruptcy last
year, would be the retirement desti-
nation of choice for the rector of St.
Matthias’ Church in Westmount.
But a modest house in the Detroit

suburban area of Grosse Pointe is
where Rev. Kenneth Near, 62, and
his wife Karen will be heading after
he conducts his last service on Pen-
tecost Sunday, June 8, as rector of
St.Matthias’, where he has served for
six years.
“My time in Montreal has been

wonderful.”
The reasons for leaving St.

Matthias’, a parish they have come
to love, are complex.
He insisted in a conversation

(short ly before the recent Quebec
election) that the prospects of a Que-
bec referendum and a “Charter of
Quebec Values,” while discouraging,
were secondary.
Their reasons for heading for De-

troit are remarkably positive, and
are not limited to the fact that they
are U.S. citizens with strong ties to
the United States, Detroit and
Grosse Pointe, where they lived until
about 40 years ago. (Their close per-

sonal and family ties to Canada also
go back a long way.)
“We want to be part of the conver-

sation,” he said.
So far as he is concerned, the news

about Detroit is not all bad. The de-
cline has been in the core. While the
City of Detroit now has a population
something like 500,000, around a
third of what it was when he was a
kid, the metropolitan area at 4.5 mil-
lion is up by a million or so. While
Detroit is “in a world of hurt and a
tragic state,” he thinks much of the
vitality that manufacturing centres
have and that he associates with Mo-

town, Aretha Franklin, Stevie Won-
der and the Detroit Institute of the
Arts is still there.
“We are feeling called to be in a

community that is interesting at this
point.”
How they will participate in that

community – whether they will be
involved in parish work or commu-
nity work, for example – is not clear,
although there will certainly be writ-
ing, reflection and conversation. Of-
ficially and until further notice, he
will remain on the rolls of the Dio-
cese of Montreal as a retired priest in
good standing.

Kenneth and Karen Near head for Detroit:

‘We want to be part of the conversation’

KAREN AND KENNETH NEAR at the installation service in St.
Matthias’.

“I had something in me that was a
force stronger than me,” said Bar-
bara Smith of Christ Church Cathe-
dral, describing challenges she faced
as a nurse caring for new mothers.
She was one of the participants in

a Lenten Day of Reflection organ-
ized by the Montreal branch of the
Anglican Church Women. Referring
to Bible passages, Rev. Shirley Smith
of St. Stephen’s Lachine encouraged
those present to draw on their lives
for examples of “God’s love through
our hands.” Discussion ranged from
helping the physically handicapped
to teaching special-needs and other
kids in the same classroom and – to
whether it’s OK to bring store-
bought cookies rather than home-
made cake for coffee hour. (The con-
sensus seemed to be yes.)

“You just take that leap of faith
and go forward with what your call-
ing is,” ACW president Gloria Au-
gustus said. “But don’t leave the
Lord out; remember to pray.”
The theme of the annual

Women’s Day of Celebration organ-
ized by the ACW Thursday, May 8,
in Christ Church Cathedral will be
similar: “Reaching out to others.”
Rev. Shirley Smith will be celebrant
at a eucharist at 10:30 a.m. and the
homilist will be Rev. Francie
Nadeau-Keats, currently in an inter-
im post at the Parish of St. Andrew
and St. Mark in Dorval. She will no
doubt draw on her experiences
growing up and later as a priest on
Quebec’s Lower North Shore.
There will also be a lunch and pro-

gram from 11:30 a.m. in Fulford

Hall. The speaker will be Caitlin
Murphy, who works with itinerants,
often in the Métro, as project direc-
tor at St. Michael’s Mission.

Anglican Church Women discuss reaching out

REV. SHIRLEY SMITH makes a
point (Photo: Harvey Shepherd)

Kenneth Near

Here are extracts from Rev. Kenneth
Near’s report to the vestry of
St. Matthias’ Church March 9.
This is now the sixth report that I

have presented to the Vestry as your
rector. I love being the rector of this
parish. It has been an honour and a
privilege for me to preside over the
beautiful liturgy of this church week
by week, month by month, season by
season, and year by year. It has been
an honour for me to be your pastor
during times of celebration and dur-
ing times of profound sadness and
loss. There are many signs of health
and vitality that are present here –
and I am truly grateful to serve in
this corner of the vineyard. I hasten
to add that I also feel deeply con-
nected with my colleagues in the
Diocese of Montreal and especially
with Barry, our bishop.
Before my arrival here, in Novem-

ber 2008, I was the rector of St. Paul’s
Church in Englewood, New Jersey.
During my last year there – as my time
was clearly drawing to its close after
16 years of service – I went through a
period of deep reflection. A dear col-
league spent many hours with me as
I tried to discern what God was call-
ing me to in the next phase of my life.
Week by week, early on Friday morn-
ings, we met in the Chapel of that
parish and she began each time by of-
fering a prayer written by that great
20th century monk, Thomas Merton.
The prayer went like this:

My Lord God, I have no idea where
I am going. I do not see the road
ahead of me. I cannot know for cer-
tain where it will end. Nor do I really
know myself, and the fact that I think
that I am following your will does not
mean that I am actually doing so. But
I believe that the desire to please you
does in fact please you. And I hope I
have that desire in all that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything
apart from that desire. And I know
that if I do this you will lead me by the
right road though I may know nothing
about it. erefore will I trust you al-
ways though I may seem to be lost and
in the shadow of death. I will not fear,
for you are ever with me, and you will
never leave me to face my perils alone.
Each Friday morning I came to a

profound sense of peace as the
words of that prayer entered deeper
and deeper into my heart. It felt to
me that God became the very centre

of my life and I finally felt free
enough to let everything else in my
life go in peace. I did not have to have
certainty about anything. Rather, I
was called to live in faith – without
the illusions of human certainty.
And so it was, at this point, that I fi-
nally felt free to return to Canada
and to be your rector – joyfully.
It wasn’t long after we moved here

that Karen and I believed that we
could finally see the road ahead of us
clearly. After living in church-
owned housing for most of our life
together we began an earnest
process of searching for a home for
ourselves. This was to be a place for
our eventual retirement – here in
Canada. Alas, these plans of ours
were not to be. The reasons for this
are really not important to discuss
here. However, there was an initial
period of deep sadness in our lives
during this time. The unexpected
grace that emerged in this was found
once again, in Merton’s prayer:
The lesson I had to learn once

again was the necessity to separate
my desire from what I hope (or have
faith) is God’s ultimate purpose. In
the end there is no certainty in any of
this. At this point Karen and I felt
tasked to discern where the road was
leading us. A few months later we
made a decision that will affect us
here.
Some additional background:
In August 1975 Karen and I mov -

ed from our apartment in Detroit to
Toronto, so that I could pursue a
Master of Divinity degree program
at Trinity College. We have not lived
in the Detroit area since then and
until this past autumn it never seri-
ously occurred to us to return there.
However, after much reflection, by
the late autumn we purchased a
charming small home in Grosse
Pointe Farms, Michigan. On 21 Jan-
uary I met with Bishop Barry, in his
office, and informed him that it was
my intention to announce my retire-
ment. Bishop Barry and I then pray -
ed together. He gave me his blessing.
I left his office – in peace.
In closing let me just add that

everyone here knows that the city of
Detroit is in a deeply tragic state.
Though Karen and I do NOT have
ultimate clarity about what we called
to do – we do feel called to be a part of
the conversation and so we are mov-
ing on – in faith…

‘We are moving on – in faith’

For the second time in the 15-year
history of the Montreal-Southwest
Community Ministries, volunteers
with MSCM, which works with pris-
oners, former prisoners and prison-
ers on leave, travelled to Port Cartier
on the Lower North Shore to visit
with one of the most isolated prison
populations in Canada at the Port
Cartier Maximum Security Institu-
tion. Chaplain Peter Huish (an An-
glican deacon) and five volunteers
drove 12 hours along the forested
north shore of the St. Lawrence to
spend what he described as too little
time with English-speaking inmates
who rarely get other visits or even
English programming.
“We would have liked to have

promised these inmates that we’d be
back soon, but with the uncertain
status of the Port Cartier Chaplaincy
and MSCM’s funding, hard work
will be required to create the next
opportunity to make the long trip to
Canada’s hinterland prison, Canon
Huish said. “Hard work never both-
ered MSCM.”

Volunteers visit
North Shore prison
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Bill Gray

Here is a slightly edited text of the
homily by Archdeacon Bill Gray,
rector, at Richard Lord’s funeral at
St. George’s Church, Place du
Canada, March 15.

As you have heard, Richard’s
youth was spent with his family in
Westmount where their income was
modest; they lived as a minority, and
had limited access to the services, or-
ganizations, programs and benefits
of the majority. Nevertheless, these
deprivations did not prevent
Richard from faith in his God, his
family and himself. His life is a testi-
mony to the belief that he had all he
needed to succeed and his confi-
dence grew in his own ability to suc-
ceed and accomplish. This success
inspired him in the same belief in
others and he spent much of his life
inspiring and enabling others to suc-
ceed as well, especially those who
faced similar circumstances to those
he did.
Richard’s family was at the time

the only black children attending
Westmount High School, where
many of the country’s leaders have
been educated. Being good in sports
enabled Richard and other youth to
find a way to belong and become an
accepted part of the community.
Noting that many youth like him did
not have access to existing organized
sports, Richard proceeded to organ-
ize his own teams for youth like him-
self and they competed with league
teams and won merit.
Personal achievement and en-

abling others to find their own suc-
cess became a life long pattern for
Richard. Richard’s confidence en-
abled him to have the ability and the
course and mark requirements to at-
tend university.

Higher education

Richard was the first black hockey
player to be awarded an American
college scholarship. He attended
Michigan State University, where he
graduated as a chemical engineer.
He subsequently attended law
school at McGill for a year. Richard
credited his vast array of experiences
at university for his subsequent life’s
determination. As he reflected on
this time of his life he wrote that as a
result:

“I was able to walk into just about
any situation and be able to immedi-
ately determine the task at hand; this
has been my source of strength in
the workplace. This has led me to
run for political office against in-
credible odds and has allowed me to
accept defeats in life which were not
truly defeats but just a reflection of
the prevailing attitudes and customs
of the society. However, I must un-
derline that this strength has had to
be fed along the way. I have contin-
ued to attend the church where I was
christened for all these years; I have
been nurtured there and feel that
spiritual support from family and
community has also made a tremen-
dous contribution to my life and the
development of my inner strength.”
He continued throughout his life

to network with alumni and stu-
dents as an act of encouraging others
and keeping the flame lit in his own

torch. He encouraged many youth
through his continued involvement
at Westmount High and the com-
munity to seek scholarships and to
attend university.

Employment

Richard was an engineer for Do-
minion Tar and Chemicals and then

for the City of Montreal. Through
his work for the city he was very in-
volved in Communications for
Expo 67 when Montreal hosted the
World’s Exposition during Canada’s
Centennial celebrations. He was an
assistant to the president of the engi-
neering firm F.C. Hume and Co.
Ltd.
Later on he would serve as re-

search consultant and community
liaison officer, for a Special Senate
Committee on Poverty. This gave
him the opportunity to travel the
country on behalf of the government
and recommend policy. Afterwards,
he was executive assistant to the sec-
retary general and then administra-
tor, of the Vanier Institute of the
Family and then a member of the
Immigration Appeal Board and a
member of the Refugee Board. He
completed his working career by es-
tablishing his own office as an immi-
gration consultant, helping immi-
grants with their paperwork and in
navigating Canadian immigration
laws. In all these enterprises he
found opportunities to assist mi-
norities and immigrants to establish
and better themselves in this coun-
try. He knew first-hand the discrim-
ination and challenges that they
faced and he helped as one who had
experienced and understood their
journey.

Black community

Richard was a co-founder or par-
ticipant in many community organ-
izations intended to assist the black
community in Montreal. He served
as director of the Negro Community
Centre, founder of the Unity Boys
Club; founder and past Member of
the Montreal Association of Black
Business and Professional Persons
and president of the Black Commu-
nity Council on Aging.

Politics, other dignities

Richard was a long-time member
of the both the Quebec and Federal
Liberal parties. His extensive politi-
cal involvement included service as
president of young Liberal riding as-
sociations, as English-speaking vice-
president of the Young Liberals of
Quebec and as vice-president and
president of the Parti Libéral du
Quebec. Richard ran for the federal
Liberal nomination in Notre Dame
de Grâce but was defeated by the
well known Warren Allmand.
His civic commitment was further

expressed through his time as Presi-
dent of the Royal Commonwealth

Society, Montreal branch, where
among other things he attended in-
ternational Commonwealth events
in Barbados and New Zealand,
meeting the Queen, Princess Mar-
garet and other members of the
Royal Family.

Community involvement

Richard’s father immigrated from
Barbados after working on the Pana-
ma Canal in order to join the Cana-
dian Armed Forces during World
War One. Consequently Richard an-
nual attended Cenotaph Cere-
monies on Remembrance Day,
where he read In Flanders Fields.
It is impossible to list all of the 30-

something community organiza-
tions Richard belonged to or sat on
the board of in his beloved West-
mount such as high school alumni,
library, and lawn bowling. He fre-
quently attended ceremonies and
was often asked to present awards.
He recently had a biology lab named
after him at Westmount High
School.

Church

Richard’s faith was life long and
heartfelt and this church of St.
George’s was a cornerstone of his
life. His served as Lay Reader, Peo-
ple’s Warden, Bishop’s chaplain,
server, director of Maison Cross
Roads, director of the Canadian
Bible Society, Montreal, where he re-
mained as a board member until
now. He regularly attended worship
services and parish events including
our mid-week service and parish
and home bible studies.

Marriage

We know in our hearts, after all is
said and done. that the greatest
achievement for Richard was his
marriage to Carol Spence, a native of
Jamaica and a Montreal high school
biology teacher. On her deathbed,
Richard’s mother instructed Richard
that he should marry Carol. Carol
has been a wonderful and beloved
companion.
May I conclude with Richard’s

favourite prayer? At most Wednes-
day lunches he would offer his
favourite grace before we ate: “Be
present at our table Lord, be here
and everywhere adored, and by Thy
mercies grant that we, may feast in
Paradise with Thee.”
This day his lifelong prayer his

fulfilled, and he feasts in paradise
with God.

‘He feasts in Paradise with God’

THE CONGREGATION nearly filled the pews. (Photo: Harvey Shepherd)

RICHARD LORD: August 11, 1929-March 9, 2014

THE SISTER AND THE WIFE of
Richard Lord, Gwen Lord and
Carol Spence Lord, at the funeral.

(Photo: Tony Hadley)
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Mile End Notebook

This is the time of year when
parishes are asked to submit a broad
range of information to the diocesan
office, following the annual vestry
meetings that should have taken
place by February.
Jennifer James-Phillips in the

synod financial office, now responsi-
ble for receiving and collating this
information (financial and other)
notes that this information is impor-
tant, some of it more so than previ-
ously, and should be prompt and ac-
curate. Some of it is now overdue if it
has not yet been submitted by a
parish; it will all be due by June 1.
Generally, the forms for these

“vestry papers” – now comparative-
ly paperless for many parishes – can
be downloaded from the synod web-
site, completed and returned by
email. But the synod will accept
printouts completed by hand and re-
turned by ordinary mail and will
supply forms on paper by request.
The returns needed are:

• “Parochial returns” – such infor-
mation as the names of churchwar-
dens, lay delegates to the diocesan
synod and other officers. These re-
turns were due in mid-March.
• Parish financial information as at
the end of last year. Among other
things, this information is needed
by the synod office to calculate

diocesan assessments on the indi-
vidual parishes. This was due April
10.
• Parochial statistics. These details of
total numbers on parish rolls, at-
tendance and a range of other sta-
tistics may be somewhat cumber-
some to compile but is important
to help the bishop; and other staff
take the statistical pulse of the dio-
cese. This information will be due
June 1.
• Along with the parochial statistics,
parishes are also being asked, this
year for the first time, to submit at-
tendance figures for four occasions
in 2013: Christmas Eve, Christmas
Day, the Easter Vigil or Easter Day
service (or the total of the two East-
er services), Pentecost and the sec-
ond Sunday in September. Follow-
ing a decision by the General
Synod of the national church this
year, this information will be used
in determining how many dele-
gates the Montreal Diocese and
others will be entitled to at the 2016
synod.
Anyone who needs help in obtain-

ing or filling out these forms should
not hesitate to contact Jennifer
James-Phillips at 514-843-6577,
#249 or by email at jphillips@mon-
treal.anglican.ca.

Synod seeks statistics

Harvey Shepherd

Activists in Montreal and across
Canada working for refugees hope
to put more emphasis on making
their fellow citizens better aware of
the positive contributions refugees
often make to their new country if
they have a chance.
“They make an incredible contri-

bution to the community,” Colleen
French of the Canadian Council for
Refugees said at a Montreal gather-
ing organized by Action Réfugiés

Montréal in the hall of St. James the
Apostle Church to mark Refugee
Rights Day April 3. “They want to be
self-sufficient, creating businesses,
raising families.”
But she and others who spoke at

the gathering said that’s not the mes-
sage that’s coming from some other
people, some of them in the current
federal government.
Ms French said the Canadian

Council has launched a campaign
with the slogan “Proud to Protect

Refugees” to try to change the con-
versation and offset myths and mis-
conceptions. The council has pre-
pared a range of informative and
promotional materials for the cam-
paign and is organizing a Canada-
wide “walk with refugees for a
stronger Canada” June 16-22. (Par-
ticipants won’t actually walk across
the country but local marches will be
tabulated.)
Action Réfugiés, which this year is

marking the 20th anniversary of its
creation in Montreal with support
from Anglican, Presbyterian and
other sources, is co-operating in a
major event being planned for the
Olympic Stadium around June 20 by
the Montreal office of the United

Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees to mark World Refugee
Day.
Pia Zambelli of Montreal, a lead-

ing refugee lawyer, said important
Canadian legal precedents to the ef-
fect that refugees have many of the
same rights as other residents of
Canada are now being undermined
and “garbled” by the current federal
government through rhetoric about
“bogus” refugees and by restrictions
and clampdowns.

Action Réfugiés works both with
refugees who make their own way to
Canada and then seek recognition of
their refugee status and with recog-
nized refugees brought to Canada
under international agreements.
Paul Clarke, executive director, said
even thought the numbers of some
kinds of refugees reaching Canada is
dwindling because of federal gov-
ernment policies, Action Réfugiés is
as busy as ever because of other de-
velopments.

Refugee advocates seek to
change hearts and minds

COLEEN FRENCH

KANDEL WALEED, who made his way from Egypt to Canada last fall
and is trying to avoid being deported, poses with paintings he has cre-
ated since his arrival. (Photo: Harvey Shepherd)

PIA ZAMBELLI

PAUL CLARKE, executive director of Action Réfugiés Montréal speaks.
Beside him is one of several paintings by Kandel Waleed.

A magician, hypnotist and men-
talist will be featured at a benefit to
raise funds for the Mile End Com-
munity Mission on Monday, May
26, and the head of fund-raising at
the mission says it is looking for
more volunteers, especially to help
fund-raising.
Spidey, (aka Bedros Akkelian), seen

by over six millions spectators and
viewers at the Just for Laughs festival,
the Canada’s Got Talent reality TV se-
ries and the Guzzo Magic series, will
be onstage at the Rialto Theatre a
Montreal landmark at 5723 Park Av-
enue, a few blocks from the mission,
to present a show that combines leg-
erdemain with his knowledge of psy-
chology and sociology to create what
he calls “social magic.”
“Don’t miss this amazing show

and wonderful opportunity to sup-

port us!” says Linda (Lou) Hachey,
director of the mission. “We’re look-
ing forward to seeing you there!”
Andrew Sarrasin, chair of fund-

raising for the mission and vice-
chair of support, added that “the lit-
tle mission with the big heart” hopes
to broaden in base of support in
other ways.
I agree wholeheartedly with our

director when she says in her annual
report, “This is an inspired commu-
nity – a community of dreamers, of
people who think outside the box, of
people who achieve great things to-
gether,” he said.
“As a long time board member for

the Mile End Community Mission I
have seen first-hand how much the
community cares for and supports
the valuable work of the Mission. I
want to thank everyone on behalf of

the Mission for all you have done
and continue to do for the Mission,
for without your spiritual, moral and
financial support we would not be
able to carry on providing for those
we are privileged to serve.
“We are always on the lookout for

people to complement our amazing
team and if you are interested in vol-
unteering with our vibrant fundrais-
ing team we would love to hear from
you. Now is a great time to start!”
The evening at the Rialto begins

with cocktails at 7 p.m. and the show
starts at 8. Tickets can be purchased
on the Théâtre Rialto website at
http://www.theatrerialto.ca/en/ pro-
grammation/variety/6-431-spidey-
magic-mentalist-hypnotist.html or
by contacting the mission at: 514-
274-3401 orgeneral@mileendmis-
sion.org .

Mentalist does his stuff for mission
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Harvey Shepherd

Four new priests in the Diocese of
Montreal were urged at their ordina-
tion in Christ Church Cathedral to
see God at work among the despised
and rejected and to encourage their
congregations to do the same.
Preaching at the ordination of

Rev. Alain Brosseau, Rev. Lorne
Eason, Rev. Nicholas Pang and Rev.
Brian Perron March 30, Rev. Neil
Mancor of St. George’s Church in
Ste. Anne de Bellevue called on them
to “see God at work in upholding
people whom society rejects and sus-
picion excludes.”
“God will work in those in whom

God will work, whether we see it or
not,” Dr. Mancor said. “Never forget
that we see in Jesus this work of the
spirit.”

Preaching on John 9:1-12, in
which Jesus heals a man blind from
birth by rubbing his eyes with mud
made from dust and Jesus’ spittle,
Dr. Mancor said the passage, more
farcical than apparently miraculous
in its details, “still challenges us to
see God at work in his people.”
Fear, prejudice, inertia and spiri-

tual part on the part of local people
to whom the man presented himself
just after his healing prevented them
from seeing the miracle before their
eyes: a man born blind and now see-
ing.
As priests, he said to the four men

being ordained, “a lot of what we do
is mud and spit and dust and ashes”
but much of this involves the bless-
ing of God.
“It is your job to be people who

see.”
Until further notice, the four new

priests are continuing to serve as as-
sistant curates in the parishes where
they have been as deacons since Sep-
tember and as lay assistants for a few
months before that: Father Brosseau
in St. George’s Ste. Anne de Belle-
vue, Father Eason in Christ Church
Beaurepaire (also on the West Is-
land), Father Pang in St. George’s
Place du Canada downtown and Fa-
ther Perron in St. Peter’s TMR in the
Town of Mount Royal.
Rev. Adrienne Clements, previ-

ously active in the Diocese of Mont -
real and ordained as a deacon in the
Cathedral last September at the same
time as the four men, was ordained
as a priest in the Diocese of Toronto
April 6.

New priests urged to see God at work among the despised

ORDINANDS AND BISHOP BARRY kneel before the altar. (Photo: Harvey Shepherd)

HERE’S THE EDITOR’S VERSION, sort of, of the photo on Page One.
(Photo: Harvey Shepherd)

THE OPPORTUNITY to take photos of the new priests and others after
the service brought an enthusiastic response. (Photo: Harvey Shepherd)

“MUD AND DUST AND SPIT
AND ASHES” will often be the
priest’s lot, Rev Neil Mancor tells
the new priests. (Photo: Harvey Shepherd)

FRAMED BY CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL and a numerous congre-
gation, the ordinands face Bishop Barry Clarke. (Photo: Tony Hadley)

As has happened at several recent
previous ordinations of candidates
with same-sex partners, Bishop Bar-
ry Clarke noted briefly at the March
30 ordination that he had received an
objection to the ordination of one of
the candidates but was proceeding in
the light of his own reflections and de-
cisions of the diocesan synod.
The announcement was greeted

by applause from a number of those
at the well attended ordination serv-
ice. The objection was to the ordina-
tion of Rev. Alain Brosseau (whose
partner, Peter Wessel, read the les-
son, Peter 5:1-4, at the ordination
service).
The objection, not read out at the

service, was also similar to ones filed
on earlier occasions. It was signed by
Rev. Nick Brotherwood on behalf of
three other clergy and seven lay peo-
ple. (Previous objections were sign -
ed by six clergy.)
It says in part: “We, the under-

signed laity and clergy, understand
that one of the candidates for ordi-
nation to the presbyterate on March
30th is in a sexually-active, same-

gender relationship. We believe such
relationships to be incompatible
with scripture, and, when they are
also Civil Marriages, with our Mar-
riage Canon, which defines marriage
as being between a man and a
woman. We believe such relation-
ships are also inconsistent with the
received tradition of the Church
Catholic, as well as resolution 1.10 of
the 1998 Lambeth Conference. Pro-
ceeding with such ordinations
would not respect the previous
Archbishop of Canterbury’s request
for gracious restraint in these mat-
ters for the sake of the unity of the
whole Church.
“For these reasons we believe the

manner of life of the candidate so
described to be unsuitable for the ex-
ercise of this ministry, and respect-
fully ask you not to proceed with his
ordination.”
The letter was signed by Nick

Brotherwood on behalf of Linda
Faith Chalk, John and Diane De-
grace, Bruce Glencross, Marilyn
Miles, Stan and Joan Pepler, Roger
Spack, Susan Wallet and Tim Wiebe.

Bishop notes objection



Elizabeth Robertson

Elizabeth Robertson is MTL Youth
program co-ordinator for the Diocese
of Montreal.

It’s a quiet spot, just far enough
from the city to feel like you’re truly
away. The Manoir d’Youville sits on
a small peninsula in Châteauguay.
The only things around it are ice, the
roaring water under the ice, and a
small nature preserve. It’s a perfect
spot to get away and reset your
brain.
And that’s exactly what we did

during the Youthwork 101 training
weekend organized by MTL Youth.
Youth workers from the Dioceses of
Montreal and Ottawa got together to
take a closer look at how we do
youth ministry. We also contemplat-
ed an even more important ques-
tion… why do we do it?
It’s tempting, when working with

young people, to get caught up in a
whirlwind of planning and pro-
gramming and projects. It makes
sense; these are tangible, measurable
ways of spending time with our
youth. We can put them on a calen-
dar and list them in the parish bul-
letin and say, “look, we have a youth
program!” And there’s nothing
wrong with activities in and of them-
selves. They can be a lot of fun. But
surely youth ministry is more than
just another extra-curricular activi-
ty. So if we take away all the bells and

whistles, what’s left?
Scott Evans (the Irish guy with the

beard who’s been roaming around
the diocese, preaching and listening)
suggested that instead of starting
with programming, we start with
values. We looked at the values Jesus
models in the Gospels and it turns
out there aren’t a lot of bowling par-
ties or spaghetti dinners. Jesus
spends a lot of time just sitting with
people, talking, teaching, and listen-
ing. We spoke about the ideas of liv-
ing with authenticity, of building
community, of trusting God, and
letting go of external measures of
achievement – ideals that are a chal-
lenge not just for young people, but
for all of us.
At one point in the weekend, Scott

asked us to talk about the youth
minister (or other adult) who had
the biggest impact on us when we
were growing up. Interestingly, it
wasn’t the people who organized the
best activities. Rather it was the peo-
ple who listened to us and accepted
us, the people who modelled a way
of living we could admire. It was less
about what they did, and more about
who they were.
Focusing on values rather than or-

ganizing lots of activities seems like a
simpler way of ministering to young
people. And in some ways, it is.
However a youth ministry based on
values is much more difficult to

measure than one based on pro-
gramming. It takes courage to trust
that what you’re building is impor-
tant. You have to be able to with-
stand the internal and external pres-
sure to be doing something all the
time. Which is why it felt so good to
get away for a quiet weekend togeth-
er to share, reflect and pray.

*   *   *

Some thoughts from the partici-
pants:
“I’ve noticed this in my own min-

istry, that I can have fun games and
big activities and it’s hit or miss if
people come out. But if I’m inten-
tionally going out for coffee with
people, there’s so much power in sit-
ting and talking with people, re-
laxed.
We’ve tried to program the heck

out of youth ministry instead of ac-
tual ly caring about the people we’re
ministering to. Even outside of
youth ministry, that’s permeated in -
to so many other areas of the church.
We’ve tried to program it and per-
fect it instead of getting to know the
people and ministering to the people
on the most basic levels.”

– Zack Ingles, Youth and
Young Adults Minister, St. Alban’s

Church, Ottawa

“We’re giving of ourselves and
how we’re experiencing God, but
we’re also receiving that from others.
I’m more interested in how we can
break ourselves open and remain
open to what we’re hearing from
others than what cool spaces we can
create.
It’s about having conversations

that are meaningful to everyone
who’s sharing the conversation.”

– Afra Saskia-Tucker, Young Adult
Emerging Ministry Facilitator,

Church of the Epiphany, Verdun

“My vision for youth ministry?
That there be some sort kind of com-
munity coming together to support
kids and to give them a spirituality
they might not be able to find else-
where. And that the kids who devel-
op a sense of a relationship with God
will be able to support other kids. A
place to be able to talk with each
other, discover more about each
other, more about God. A place to
get away from the stresses and talk it
out and help each other.”

– Ian Sinclair, Youth Group Leader,
Parish of Vaudreuil
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“JESUS ISN’T A PRODUCT to be consumed, he’s a movement to be
call ed into,” Irish blogger and youth minister Scott Evans, 31, said at
the March meeting of the Diocesan Council. The self-styled author,
blogger, speaker and hobo, who lived in Bangladesh between ages 7
and 15, has extensive experience in youth ministry and was beginning
a 10-week visit to the Diocese of Montreal, his second, visit to carry out
a project called ROOTS aimed at bridging the gap between the stated
values of parishes regarding young adults and the experience of young
adults at parish level. Scott is also the main speaker at this summer’s
C.L.A.Y. (Canadian Lutheran and Anglican Youth event) in Kamloops.

(Photo: Harvey Shepherd)

Reaching out to young adults MTL Youth Notes

Back to basics at a Châteauguay retreat

SCOTT EVANS delivers the hom-
ily March 30 at the Church of the
Epiphany Verdun.

Valerie Taylor

Although Spring seems slow in
coming this year, everyone on the
Crosstalk Ministries Day Camp
Committee is very busy working on
our 2014 Summer Program “Follow
the Leader.” This year we have a
brand new core component, a local-
ly produced Slide Show of which we
are very proud.
Our teams have already been in-

vited to serve in churches from Al-
berta to New Brunswick. Host com-
munities range from the Armed
Forces Base in Borden Ontario to the
Red Earth First Nation in Saskatch -
ewan, from downtown Toronto, to
the Atlantic Coast town of Shediac.
Sadly, very few churches in the

Diocese of Montreal seem interested
in signing up, despite the fact that

the majority of our Travelling Team
Members do come from this area.
Day Camps is an excellent opportu-
nity for grassroots Outreach and
Mission in the wider community.
We still have a few spaces for local

churches and are always happy to re-
ceive applications from prospective
Team Members.
Want to know more about CTM

Day Camps? Please call (514-484-
1414) or email the Crosstalk Office
office@crosstalkministries.ca or
check out the Day Camp Blog lam-
bondaycamps.blogspot.ca
2014 marks the 35th Anniversary

of Crosstalk Ministries Day Camps:-
“Helping people of all ages to be-

come strong disciples of Jesus Christ”
Valerie Taylor is day camp director of

Crosstalk Ministries

Day Camps: lots afoot
but Montreal lags



Cate Anthony

is is the third of a series of columns
by students, alumni and friends of
the Montreal Diocesan eological
College. In this issue, a graduating
McGill University student describes
what happened when she moved into
the former Diocesan College
residence, now part of the McGill
residence network.

I knew about Dio before I even
knew I would be moving to Mont re-
al.

It’s true. When I was first applying
to McGill and perusing the universi-
ty’s student housing website, I
marked the Diocesan College resi-
dence (known at McGill as Universi-
ty Hall) as my first choice. The
build ing alone made the residence
attractive: all that red brick and a bell
tower! Beyond that, though, as a
church geek and hopeful ordinand,
the idea of living in a residence with
a church downstairs was too good to
be true. When I got my notification
email that I’d been placed in Dio for
my first year dorm, I did a happy
dance in my driveway.

I moved into Dio in August of
2010. Ten days later, on my first day
of classes, I made my first university
friend: Nicholas Pang, whom some
of you may know. He was very kind,
starting out his Bachelor Theology
degree, as was I. We sympathized
over New Testament Studies essays
that first term, and he patiently,
kindly, wisely offered advice as I ad-
justed to university life. Nicholas is
now the Reverend Nicholas Pang,
ordained priest on March 30th and
working at St. George’s Place du
Canada but to me he’s still just Nick,
a dear friend in Christ.

It was Nick who first invited me to
the Wednesday lunches at the Di -
ocesan College. I remember feeling a
bit nervous the first time I actually
went to the 11:30 a.m. service; I
think I was intimidated by all the
priests and people who (like me)
wanted to be priests and were actual-
ly in the process of making that hap-
pen. The service, too, was different
than the Eucharistic service of the
Episcopal Church in the States (I
hail from Delaware, originally). I re-

member watching the students ring-
ing hand bells as we sang the Psalm
and being deeply moved by the clang
of each note.

I kept going to the Wednesday
services, and eventually John Si-
mons, the principal of the College,
asked me if I wanted to be consid-
ered an official associate there. I
don’t think I’ve ever told him this,
but that offer was the thing that
made Montreal really feel like home.
You see, for me, home is all about

community, and Dio has been the
most steadfast community of my
time here. With John’s offer of “as-
sociation” came a chance to be in-
volved in Wednesday Eucharistic
services as an assistant and interces-
sor and to lead Daily Offices, things
I still do today. I got to preach, on
two early Friday mornings my first
and second year. I even got to take
part in the annual Christmas skits
(the year my fellow students imper-
sonated certain faculty members will
always be my favourite). Easily and
without hesitation, the community
at Dio invited me in and made me
part of the gang. Now, I look back at
that first Wednesday service and
wonder how I ever could have been
nervous.

Fast-forward a few more years,
and soon I will graduate from Mc -
Gill. My last Wednesday service is
fast approaching. In the time since I
first walked into Saint Luke’s
Chapel, every student that I met my
first day at the College has been or-
dained- some more recently than
others (congratulations to Brian,
Lorne, and Nick!). I’ve had the dis-
tinct pleasure of watching and par-

ticipating in Rhonda Waters’ and
Donald Boisvert’s first years of min-
istry at the Cathedral, and they have
played no small part in making that
place a home to me, too. The net-
works of relationship and communi-
ty that Dio gave me in my first days
here in Montreal last even to this
day. I have no doubt that this com-
munity will continue on long after I
leave. Who knows – maybe each of
these people will be at my own ordi-
nation, laying on hands and contin-
uing the tradition we all love and up-
hold.

As I said, I’m leaving Montreal
soon. I graduate on June 3rd and
then will head back home for the
summer before moving to Chicago
to join the Episcopal Service Corps
for a year. After that, God willing, I’ll
go to seminary somewhere in the
States and, one day, be ordained. As
I set my face toward all these on-
coming experiences of Christian
com munity, I feel so grateful for
what I’ve learned of community
through my time at Dio. You know,
most priests have one seminary they
call their own. I will have two. And
oh! What a blessing that is.
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‘The most steadfast community’
Equipping the Saints

CATE ANTHONY

PAWS & PRAY
Christ Church Beaurepaire
455 Church St., Beaconsfield
Sunday, May 4, at 1 p.m.
This will be the last Paws & Pray service of the season –
a service of the Holy Eucharist where canine
companions and their guardians are always welcome.
These services have been offered in collaboration with
the Companion Animal Adoption Centers of Quebec a
non-profit organization dedicated to animal welfare.

MEDITATION CIRCLES
Still Presence Spirituality Centre
Christ Church Beaurepaire, 455 Church St.,
Beaconsfield
Mondays through June 9, except May 19, at 7 p.m.
Everyone gathers in the chapel for this time of quiet
and reflection. To learn more visit
www.stillpresence.com or contact the Christ Church
office at 514-697-2204.

BOUNDARIES COURSE: TAKING
CONTROL OF YOUR LIFE. WHEN TO
SAY YES, HOW TO SAY NO
St. George’s Ste. Anne de Bellevue
23 Perrault Ave.
Beginning Tuesday, May 5, at 7 p.m.
Christians often focus so much on being loving and
unselfish that they forget their own limits and
limitations. This course gives us the freedom to walk as
the loving, giving and fulfilled individuals God created
us to be. The Boundaries Course is presented on video
in eight segments. Following each segment there is time
in a small group for discussion on any issues or
questions that have been raised or relate to
understanding personal boundaries. Please pre-register;
there is a fee of $25 for course materials. Please contact
our office to register at 514-457-6934 or by email at
st_georges@bellnet.ca

CHRIST CHURCH BEAUREPAIRE
455 Church St., Beaconsfield
WORSHIP SERVICES OF NOTE
Wednesday morning worship – Holy Eucharist at 10
a.m. – through May.
Summer Worship, June 20 – Sept. 14: Christ Church
Beaurepaire will hold one Sunday service of Holy
Eucharist at 9:30 a.m.

ECUMENICAL WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday, June 22 at 10 a.m.
Outdoors on the grounds of the Baie d’Urfé Town
Hall, 20410 Lakeshore Road.
The rain location is Union Church, 24 Maple St., Ste.
Anne de Bellevue.
Information: 514-697-2204 or email
christchurch@ac.aibn.com.

DROP-IN CENTRE
St. James Anglican Church Rosemere
328 Pine St.
Every Wednesday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Hosts Winston and Becky Fraser look forward to seeing
you.

SILENT RETREAT
The Still Presence Spirituality Centre
Christ Church Beaurepaire
Sat., Aug. 23, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
The Centre plans a silent retreat in Hudson. For details
visit www.stillpresence.com or contact the Christ
Church Beaurepaire office at 514-697-2204.

SPIRITUAL CALENDAR

L’OASIS MUSICALE
Christ Church Cathedral
635 St. Catherine St. W. (Métro McGill)
Saturdays, usually 4:30 p.m./le samedi, souvent 16:30 p.m. Freewill offering
to support the artists/contribution volontaire pour soutenir les artistes
• Saturday May 3, 2. p.m./samedi 3 mai, 14h.
Composers around Clara Schumann / Autour de Clara Schumann. Hato Duo
of Tomoko Inui and Haruyo Yoshino-Platt, piano
• Saturday May 3, 4:30 p.m./samedi 3 mai, 16h30
e Voices of Youth / Les Voix de la Jeunesse. Choral works for young voices.
The Girls Choir of College Villa Maria, Alfred Lagrenade conductor
• Saturday May10, 4:30 p.m./samedi 10 mai, 16h30
e Poetic Piano. Linda Brady, piano
• Saturday May17, 4:30 p.m./samedi 17 mai, 16h30
Women’s Voices / Voix de femmes. Ingried Boussaroque, voice, nay,
mandoline, kantele, will interpret the
Hodie aperuit by Hildgard of Bingen
and works from the folk repertoires
of several nations.
• Saturday May 24, 4:30 p.m./samedi
24 mai, 16h30
Le Livre d’Orgue, by Olivier Messiaen.
Adrian Foster, organ
• Saturday May 31, 4:30 p.m./samedi
31 mai, 16h30
La Sonate Romantique. Katherine
Petersen, piano and Charlene
Kluegel, violin.
Information: 514 843 6577 x236 or
email: loasismusicale@gmail.com
or www.oasismusicale.blogspot.ca or
on Facebook or
www.montrealcathedral.ca

MUSICA DA VENEZIA
The Orpheus Singers chamber choir
St. Matthias Church
131 Côte St. Antoine Road, Westmount
Saturday, May 3 at 7:30 p.m.
Directed by Peter Schubert. Works by Casulana, Willaert, Monteverdi,
Gabrieli and Rore
Seniors/Students: $12 ($15 door), Adults: $18 ($20 door)
Information: (514) 693-1634

VEGA STRING QUARTET
Christ Church, Beaurepaire
455 Church St., Beaconsfield
Tuesday, May 20, 7:30 p.m.
Last in a series of concerts designed to showcase many great, young
professionals on the Island and give them an opportunity to perform and
share their wonderful talents with the community. A post-concert
reception will allow everyone to mingle and meet the artists.
Individual tickets are $20 and available at the door. For more information
please contact Earl Wilson at 514-486-9338 or earlwilson.ca or the34
church at 514-697-2204 or christchurchbeaurepaire.com.

Grace notes

INGRIED BOUSSAROQUE
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AFP (Canada)
The Anglican Fellowship of Prayer (Canada) is a part of the Interna-

tional Anglican Fellowship of Prayer. Its motto is “Prayer Unites.”
One of its purposes is to “bring people into a full redeeming, sanctify-

ing communion with God through Jesus Christ, emphasizing to the
parish church this is the main function from which all other work of the
church in the world is derived.” According to its website (at www.angli-
canprayer.org), AFP (Canada) “is inclusive of all forms of expressions of
Christian church life, whether they be lay or clerical, catholic or evangel-
ical, monastic or secular, formal or informal.”

Membership in AFP (Canada), open to all “praying people,” entitles a
person to receive the Canadian Newsletter three times a year and other
prayer-related information from time to time. A donation of $35 or more
a year entitles a person or organization such as a parish or prayer group
to be a member. Diocesan representatives are appointed by the diocesan
bishop in consultation with the national director and they may be clergy
or laity. The Fellowship website recently listed representatives in 17
Canadian dioceses, five of them lay people. Thirteen dioceses including
Montreal were described as vacant.

The Fellowship grew out of a prayer group that began meeting in New
York City in the 1950s and is active in the United States, the Bahamas,
Bermuda and Can ada. The organization began officially in Canada in 1982.

Harvey Shepherd

In some ways, the two new Dio-
cese of Montreal representatives of
the Anglican Fellowship of Prayer
might seem an unlikely pair.

Stacey Neale, 47 and single, who
returned to active church participa-
tion in 2007, is 24 years younger
than Valerie Bennett, who is married
and has a son, a daughter and three
grandsons. The younger woman has
a background in theatre, two degrees
in art history and a master’s degree
in Canadian art from Concordia
University in Montreal. Valerie Ben-
nett, who migrated to New York in
1963, graduated from Washington
Business Institute in that city in
1965, moved to Montreal in 1966,
married Charles F. Bennett in 1970.
She worked for the Canadian Pacific
Railway from 1966 to 1988.

Both women attended Sunday
school and Mrs. Bennett has been
busy in the church since she began a
personal relationship with Christ in
1954. That’s the year she was con-
firmed at the age of about 11 in her
native St. Kitts in the West Indies. At
St. Paul’s Church Greenfield Park,
which she has attended since 1983,
she carries on wide range of activi-
ties – not least as a member of the
prayer chain and ministry-of-prayer
team. She has been a delegate to the
diocesan and eastern Canada synods
and will be at the diocesan synod this
fall, and served on numerous other
committees.

She received a bishop’s award for
service last year and back in 2004 “I
had the honour of presenting Bishop
Barry with the pectoral cross at his or-
dination. I still pray for him that he
will know himself sustained by the
power of the Lord.” She has had a
ministry to, largely, hospital patients
as a lay pastoral visitor since 1998.

Both she and Ms. Neale have also
participated enthusiastically in ac-
tivities the diocese offers to lay peo-
ple who want to improve their theo-
logical awareness. Both have been
through the rigorous Education for
Ministry course – Mrs. Bennett was
in the first Montreal graduating class
in 1999 and Ms Neale graduated last
year. Both have taken the training
program for lay readers, although
Ms. Neale has not yet been commis-
sioned (her friend was in 2004).

Stacey Neale, who along the way
has picked up couple of degrees in
fine arts and a Concordia University
master’s degree in Canadian art, has
in recent years been a practitioner of
Christian meditation, which traces
its origins to the Desert Fathers of
the early church and was revived in
the 1970s by the Benedictine monk
the late John Main, who established
a centre in Montreal. She is a mem-
ber of the Meditatio group at her

home parish, St. Andrew and St.
Mark’s in Dorval, and also keeps in
touch with the meditative and other
activities of the Still Presence Spiri-
tuality Centre based at Christ
Church Beaurepaire in Beaconsfield,
where she is a part-time office ad-
ministrator.

The two women think there is a
lot of work to in raising the profile of
the Fellowship in the diocese, en-
couraging parishes and others to
make more use of the booklets, web-
site and other resources it offers and
fostering better understanding of
prayer – personal and corporate,
private and public, meditative and
intercessory. (As members of the
Fellowship, they are committed to a
discipline of daily prayer at noon
hour, including specific prayer for
the ministry of the Fellowship.

They do not expect to take the
diocese by storm and do not suppose
they are starting from scratch.

“Our motto is, Start slow and start
with the parishes,” Ms. Neale said.

“We’d like to build a network of
parish contacts and find out more
about what’s already going on. We
want to see what’s out there and let
people know what different parishes
are doing.”

“There is probably a lot going on
in the parishes,” Mrs. Bennett added,
“and we are hoping those involved
will want to join us so we can hear
what they’re about.”

“It is important that Valerie and I
acknowledge that we know that
there are already many established
prayer groups in the Diocese of
Montreal,” Ms. Neale said. “Howev-
er, the aim of establishing the Angli-
can Fellowship of Prayer – Canada
here is to enhance and empower the
work already being done. It is a way
of making everyone understand that
there are higher heights in prayer to
achieve. We do not want people to
think that we are here to teach them
about prayer or tell them what to do.
The AFP-C is here to support and to
uplift all the current prayer initia-
tives in the diocese and to help and
to encourage new ones to grow
wherever the spirit leads us.

“We would also like to reach out
to everyone in the diocese who is
currently a member of the AFP-C or
was one in the past to get a sense as
to how active this organization is
here. While we feel we might be
starting from scratch, we suspect
that there is a lot of prayer going on
out there and we want to bring it all
together. People can contact us and
share their stories at valstacey@
bell.net.”

During the Diocesan Synod on
October 18, the two representatives
and the others will have a prayer cor-
ner nearby to pray for delegates.

STACEY NEALE and VALERIE BENNETT

Two prayer representatives: Some differences, a lot in common

News in brief

Here are three “frequently asked
questions” and the responses from
the website of the Anglican Fellow-
ship of Prayer (Canada) at www.an-
glicanprayer.org:

What is Prayer?

Prayer is effective communication
with God: effective because it in-
volves the release of energy and be-
cause it gets something done; com-
munication because while it makes
use of words it is more than words,
and because it is not a monologue
but a dialogue.

God not only supplies the energy
which makes the entire process pos-
sible, but also is the party at the other
end of the line.

Why should we pray?
Because we are told to (I Thess.

5:17)! Because human experience
teaches us that prayer is a source of
understanding and strength, a unify-
ing force and a means of growth. Be-
cause by it we can help others (II
Cor. 1:6), and because it is a way to
the healing of minds, bodies, human
relationships and the inner self. In
prayer the center of living is shifted
from ourselves to God.

How do we know that our
prayers are being heard?

A certain way of knowing that our
prayers are being heard is by their
results. The results of prayer include
not only what God may do by way of

His personalized, compassionate re-
sponse, but also direct influence re-
lated to the outreach of prayer-
power, and not infrequently new at-
titudes and understanding on the
part of the one who prays. In other
words, the results of prayer fall into
three categories: they are ‘heard’
when God intervenes, ‘productive’
as the release of mental energy (a
physically measurable phenome-
non) affects situations, and ‘thera-
peutic’ as change occurs within our-
selves. We should remember that
God’s concern is never less than our
own (Matt. 6:8) and that, whatever
may happen, we are never beyond
the reach of God’s personal love
(Matt. 6:26).

‘Effective communication with God’

Annual Bishop’s Dinner:
mark thy calendar

Bishop Barry Clarke’s Annual
Bishop’s Dinner: will take place
Thursday November 27 at the Uni-
versity Club of Montreal, 2047
Mansfield St. Stay tuned for details.

Eileen Steele was
well travelled

Apologies to Rev. Eileen Steele. A
report in the April issue on her ef-
forts on behalf of veterans indicated
wrongly that her own career in
armed forces between 1980 and 1994
was entirely at CFB Gagetown in
New Brunswick. In fact, she served
in a number of places in Canada and
Germany.

Bishop to co-chair
Edmonton poverty
task force

A task force on eliminating pover-
ty in Edmonton will be co-chaired
by Bishop Jane Alexander of the dio-
cese of Edmonton.

The 15-member task force, in-
cludes business, faith and experts
from various sectors.

– e Messenger
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St. John the Baptist Pointe Claire
233 Ste Claire Ave.

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE
Sat., May 3, 9 a.m.-12 noon
Clothing for the whole family! Also books,
linens, small electronics, craft and household
items. Be first to find the Treasure of the Day!

St. Philip’s Anglican Church
7505 Sherbrooke St. W. (corner Connaught
Bus #51 (Snowdon), #105 (Vendome), #162
(Villa-Maria) or #123 to Elmhurst bus termi-
nal at Montreal West train station.

COMMUNITY YARD SALE
Sat., May 3, 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
Great bargains at over 25 tables! Toys, cloth-
ing, appliances, collectables, electronics and
much more! Proceeds from BBQ and St.
Philip’s table to support the N.D.G. Food
Depot. Info: St. Philip’s office, 514-481-4871.

St. Stephen’s with St. James Chambly
Randell Hall, 2000 Bourgogne St.

BOOK SALE
Sat. May 3, 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
Enjoy browsing through books and maga-
zines. Enjoy a soup, sandwich, and a dessert
with some old and new friends. Info or if you
have books, magazines, CDs or DVDs to do-
nate, call Dorothy 514-748-7748 ext. 1198 or
Betty 450-658-4939.

St. Lawrence LaSalle
520 – 73rd Ave.,

PARISH SUPPER
Sat., May 3, 5:30 P.M.
Sponsored by the Anglican Church Women
of St. Lawrence Church. Tickets: adults $20,
children $15. Info: 514-366-4652 or st-
lawrence 520@gmail.com

Church of the Resurrection Pte Claire
99 Mount Pleasant Ave.

GARAGE SALE & RENT-A-TABLE
Sat., May 3, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
To rent a table call 514-697-1229.

St. George’s Châteauguay
162 St. Francis Blvd.

SPRING FAIR
Sat., May 3, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
The ACW’s big fundraiser of the year. Tables
will include: baking, books, jewelry, nearly
new clothes, plants, treasure chest, toys, white
elephant. The tea room will be serving a sand-
wich/sweet plate. Info: Beth Massel 450-691-
3618 or Debbie Hofer 450-692-2351.

St. Paul’s Côte des Neiges
(Banquet at Schofield Hall, 90 Roosevelt
Ave., Town of Mount Royal)

APPRECIATION BANQUET & BALL
Sat. May 3, cocktails 6 p.m., dinner 7 p.m.
Marking the 82nd anniversary of the parish,
this celebration will honour Ven. J.W.Ben-
nett, who has been the rector for the past 30
years, Osborne and Rhona Allen, president
and vice-president of the Côte-des-Neiges
Child Care Centre, for services to the church
and the community, Arthur Collins, parish
treasurer, and his wife Ruby Collins, past
warden of the church. Admission $75.
For tickets/info: 450-681-5057.

St. Matthias Westmount
131 Côte St. Antoine Road (Metcalfe Ave.,
served by Buses 24, 138 and 104.)

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE
Sat., May 10, 10 a.m. -1 p.m.
Good selection of clothing for the family,
housewares, books, linens and toys

St. James Rosemere
328 Pine St.

SPRING BOOK FAIR
Sat., May 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Hot dog lunch available. Info: 450-621-6466.

St. Barnabas Pierrefonds
12301 Colin St.

GIANT GARAGE SALE
Sat., May 17, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Lots of hidden treasures! A fundraiser for the

St. Barnabas building fund. Ten per cent of
proceeds will be donated to the West Island
Food Assistance Fund. Donations may be
dropped off at the church Sundays or during
office hours – 8-11 a.m. and noon-3 p.m.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays. Info:
Kathleen 514-684-7367 or kathleendavies @
aol.com or the church 514-684-4460 or office
@st-barnabas.qc.ca or www.st-barnabas.qc.ca.

St. John the Baptist Pointe Claire
233 Ste Claire Ave.

GARDEN PLANT SALE
Sat., May 24, 9 a.m.-12 noon
Starting a new garden? Looking for that
 elusive plant? We will have perennial plants
of all sizes and prices.

St. Andrew and St. Mark Dorval
865 Lakeshore Drive (west of Dorval Ave.)

PARISH GARAGE SALE, BAKE
TABLE, BOOKS AND BBQ
Sat., May 24, 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
Rain or shine! Featuring a variety of house-
hold items, bake table, barbeque and used
books. Info: 514-631-3601 / saintmarks@bell-
net.ca or www.andrewmark.org

St. James Rosemere
328 Pine St.

GREEN THUMB, GARAGE
AND BAKE SALE
Sat., May 24, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Lunch of soup
and sandwich.
Information: 450-621-6466

Church of the Epiphany Verdun
4322 Wellington St.

ROAST PORK DINNER
AND PENNY FAIR
Sat., May 24 at 6 p.m.
Tickets $12. Bring your own wine. To order
tickets call 514-363-0825. Info: 514-769-5373
or www.epiphanyverdun.com

St. Stephen’s with St. James Chambly
Randell Hall, 2000 Bourgogne St.

PLANT AND BAKE SALE
Sat. May 31, 10 a.m.–noon
Info: Eileen Agley 450-658-1027 or 450-658-
5882.

St. Paul’s Greenfield Park
321 Empire St.

GARDEN PARTY
Sat., May 31, 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Browse for some special plant that you can
purchase for your garden. There will also be
garden supplies, other garden items, raffles
and door prizes. One serving for lunch at
noon sharp, with fancy sandwiches, cheeses,
vegetables, fruits and a surprise dessert. It will
be an authentic garden luncheon. $10/adult.
Info: 450-671-6000 or 450-678-2460.

Trinity Morin Heights
757 Rue Village

HISTORICAL CHURCH TOUR
Sat., May 31, 1-5 p.m.
Trinity Church has been invited to participate
in a tour of Laurentian churches being organ-
ized by the MRC des Pays-d’en-Haut. All are
invited to join in. Info: 450-226-3845.

St. Thomas’ N.D.G.
6897 Somerled Ave., (corner Rosedale)

CARIBBEAN DINNER
Sat., May 31 at 5:30 p.m.
Enjoy fine Caribbean cuisine and Island hos-
pitality! All are welcome. Cost: $20 for adults,
$12 children ages 6-12. Info: 514-484-2750 or
stthomas.ndg@gmail.com

SALES and EVENTS

St. Mary’s Anglican Church
75 Kirkland Blvd., Kirkland
Music camp June 30-July 3.
Science camp July 7-11
Children aged 4-11 years are

welcome (they are divided according
to age into four groups for

activities). Those 12 and over can
inquire about the leadership teams.

This year’s themes: Week 1: Music
Camp (June 30 – July 4) – With

Wizardry as our theme we will learn
lots of great songs, rhythmic activi-
ties, boomwhacker creations, body
percussion, art projects, musical
games and more!

Week 2: Science Camp (July 7-11)
– Using a hands-on approach we’ll
engage in all-new activities and ex-
periments that explore the amazing
world around us and how the myster-
ies of science can appear as amazing
feats of wizardry!

What do we do each day? Follow-
ing 15 years of summer camp suc-
cess, the format will be the same for
both weeks; some time will be spent
as a large group but for most of the
day the kids are split into four age
groups as they do a round-robin at
four stations: Week 1: listening and
responding to music; making music
with percussion instruments and
voice; really cool instrument-type
crafts; outdoor games to blow-off

steam! Week 2: nature walks and dig-
in-the-dirt type stuff; chemistry ex-
periments; the physical forces of na-
ture; and (because camp is camp!) En-
ergetic outdoor games!

When do you come? The day runs
from 9:30 a.m. To 2:30 p.m. A spe-
cial presentation will be put on by the
campers on the Friday at 3 p.m. To
which parents, family and friends are
welcome!

For information and a
registration form contact Marie
Landry at 514 630 1400 or at
stmarysmusiccamp@live.com.
Space is limited so please register

as soon as possible!
Cost: $110 a child a week
includes participation in the

program, a camp T-shirt, and a
daily snack. Lunch is to be sent

from home.

Wizardry at St. Mary’s summer camps!
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� Diocesan Clippings (and Snapshots)
Holy Trinity Iron Hill celebrates 150 years

Celebrations of 150 years of Anglicanism in Iron Hill will
get under way with a beef and pork barbecue Saturday, May
24. Serendipitously, the weekend coincides exactly with the
anniversary of the church, now, now part of the Parish of
Brome in the Eastern Townships. There will be a cash bar
from 5 p.m. and the meal is served at 6.

Festivities will culminate in a celebration of the Eucharist
presided over by Right Rev. Barry B Clarke at 2 p.m. on Sun-
day May 25th. Former clergy have been invited. For informa-
tion call Doug Hall at 450-263-2579 or Eric Sanborn at 450-
263-2589.
Ice damages Morris window

FALLING ICE over the winter damaged one of the
William Morris stained glass windows of Christ Church
Cathedral. It was scheduled for restoration in any case and is
boarded up until later in the summer when it will be repaired
along with other windows being restored with the help of a
received a grant of $170,000 from the Quebec Heritage Foun-
dation.
St. Barnabas St. Lambert
spruces up ‘diaconal’ hall

The Diocesan Council endorsed a request by St. Barnabas
Church in St. Lambert to the Anglican Foundation of Cana-
da for a $15,000 grant toward the estimated $90,000 cost of
restoring its Memorial Hall. Built in the 1950s, the hall re-
quires a new roof, work on the window frames and sills, re-
pairs to the exterior wall surfaces and other work. Rev. Gwen-
da Wells said the hall is a hub for a wide range of church and
community activities including Sunday school, the choral so-
ciety, day camps, Meals on Wheels, a literacy program and
groups and families looking for meeting space. “We consider
it our diaconal space,” she said, and hope that the refurbish-
ing will enable even more interaction with the community.
The church, built in 1929, is being extensively renovated with
help from the Quebec government’s Fonds du Patrimoine
Religieux but the hall is not eligible for heritage grants.

Scarf on a pole
Children and youth of St. Stephen-on-the-Mount Church,

in Hamilton, Ont., have taken inspiration from a group of
knitters in Ottawa who have kept people warm this winter.
Members of this group knit scarves and tie them to poles and
trees around the city, with a note that reads: “I am Not Lost.
If you’re stuck out in the cold, take this scarf to keep warm.”

In one Sunday school class, the children learned how to
knit and were encouraged to make a scarf and donate it the
following Sunday. Ten of them completed the task and the
scarves were tied outside the church. The scarves were all
gone the following day.

When word of their good deeds spread, parishioners began
donating scarves that were then tied to poles around Hamil-
ton. – Niagara Anglican

Ontario Anglicans step up advocacy
With a provincial election expected in 2014, Anglicans in

Ontario are increasing efforts to ensure that poverty-related
issues receive the attention they deserve.

A motion for vestry meetings calls for an increase in On-
tario’s minimum wage from $11 per hour to $14.50 by 2015.
The motion acknowledges the government’s recent increase
to $11 but notes that the new rate still leaves full-time mini-
mum wage workers living below the poverty line.

Anglican churches will also be placing signs on their prop-
erty that say, “Let’s Vote to End Poverty.” The signs are part
of a non-partisan campaign by the Interfaith Social Assis-
tance Reform Coalition, which includes the Anglican church.

e Anglican
St. Paul’s welcomes artist-in-residence

St. Paul’s Anglican Church on the Grand Parade in Halifax
has welcomed Ian McKinnon as its first artist-in-residence.

McKinnon is an instructor at the Nova Scotia College of
Art and Design University, and was integral to the recent suc-
cess of the exhibit “Perceptions and Perspectives: St. Paul’s
seen anew through the drawings of NSCADU Foundation
Students” and a key part of the “Christmas on the Grand Pa-
rade” event.

The artist-in-residence program was established to sup-
port and invigorate the historic role of St. Paul’s in Halifax
and to return the church to the centre of the city’s “art con-
versation.” St. Paul’s is the oldest protestant church in
 Canada. e Diocesan Times

A family affair

THERE’S A NEW MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN at St.
CHL in the Rosemont district. The first monthly gather-
ing of “Love in Motion.” was March 30th, an intergen-
erational Sunday School with 13 children and a good
turnout of adults. “We made communion bread, sang
and danced to lively music, shared communion (with
the bread we had baked) and then had lunch around the
same tables in the hall,” reports Rev. Ros Macgregor. “It
was a little chaotic, creative, fun, and very touching. We
hope to provide an environment in which the children
(and the rest of us) will grow together in love and faith
and to realize we can make a difference in ourselves
and the world. Each of the children took home a
PWRDF “mite box” to collect for Apeti pou aprann, the
school lunch program in Haiti. In one photo, Max,
Emma, and Sharissa work on the bread; in the other
they are joined by Skyler, Ridgy, Paige and Rev. Ros.

‘Love in motion’

REV. DEACON JEAN WILLCOCKS baptized Taran
William Willcocks Giroux on Saturday, March 22nd, at
the Church of the Epiphany Verdun. What made it extra
special is that Taran is her grandson, the son of her
daughter Shannon and son-in-law Pierre and the great-
grandson of Gertrude Clancy.

A special Sunday

BISHOP BARRY CLARKE was the celebrant and preach-
er at the Church of the Epiphany Verdun on Sunday,
March 23. He confirmed Deshawn Eugene, third from
right, and presented Peoples’ Warden Gail Gollan, sec-
ond from right, with a Bishop’s Award in recognition of
her work for the parish and the diocese. In the photo, a
group anticipates the traditional cake after the service.

TWO CARS FULL OF PARISHIONERS from the Church
of the Resurrection Pointe Claire made the trip to Pic-
ton March 30 for the installation of Rev. Charles Morris
as the new incumbent of St. Mary Magdalene Church.
For the past 17 years, Father Charles served the Resur-
rection parish as an honorary assistant. At the reception
following the service, one of the wardens of the Church
of the Resurrection, Gladys Randal, presented Father
Charles with a gift from the parish, a beautiful white
chasuble and matching stole.

VERY REV. MARY IRWIN-GIBSON, dean of St. George’s
Cathedral in Kingston and formerly of the Diocese of
Montreal, preached at the installation of Rev. Charles
Morris as the new incumbent of St. Mary Magdalene
Church in Picton in Prince Edward County, west of
Kingston, March 30. From left are Rev. David Smith,
who served as bishop’s chaplain, Bishop Michael Oul-
ton of the Diocese of Ontario (in and around Kingston),
Father Charles and the dean.

EILEEN HUSSEY of the Church of the Resurrection
Pointe Claire looks on as Father Charles opens a gift
from that parish.

Charles Morris moves to Prince Edward County


