
Sainte Anne’s Hospital: 100 years of change and Anglican chaplaincy 

Chaplains can sometimes be the duck billed platypuses of clergy – some full time, 
some part time with parish responsibilities, some Anglican, some not but working in 
ecumenical settings and supported by the diocese, and all working either in schools, 
prisons, the military, or hospitals. We are a mixed bag yet we come together from 
time to time for dinner so we can support one another and share our different 
experiences. Out of that has come a wish to communicate just what it is we do 
through a series of articles here in the Montreal Anglican. This is the first of that 
series and will look at Sainte Anne’s Hospital. 

As World War I raged in Europe the Canadian government, through the Military 
Hospitals Commission of Canada, responded to the growing influx of sick and wounded 
veterans by building a hospital in 1917 in Sainte Anne de Bellevue. The location was 
chosen because land was readily available and it was directly on the train line and 
main highway from Montreal making it easy to transport patients and for families to 
visit. 

From those early days to today Anglicans have provided the Protestant chaplaincy 
services. For many years the chaplain was an employee of the government and was 
provided with a home on the hospital grounds. About 25 years ago that changed when 
the diocese was contracted to provide a chaplain and the house was converted into a 
daycare. 

Through the years the hospital adapted to meet changing demands. Specifically, World 
War II necessitated the expansion of the original wood and stucco building. By fall of 
1941 the hospital had 672 beds. By 1945 that increased to 1,022 beds with some 300 
beds dedicated to patients with tuberculosis. 

Following the end of World War II the need for care didn’t diminish. Veterans from the 
Korean War added to the hospital population and services were increasingly needed for 
the aging veterans from World War I. By 1958 the patient count reached a staggering 
1,139 – 9 beyond the number of available beds! 

As the number of patients who required geriatric care grew exponentially, construction 
of the modern day tower began in 1968 with the first patients moving in in 1971. 

There was one glaring error in the new tower. There was no chapel. Pressure was 
placed on those in charge and what had intended to be the library was quickly 
converted to the new chapel. Skylights that flood the space with light and wooden 
walls give the chapel a quiet reflective quality that has served the patients, families, 
and staff well all these years. The library wasn’t neglected as it moved to another 
bright location in the hospital equipped with large picture windows. 



  

Sainte Anne’s Chapel 

Over the next two decades the number of patients steadily dropped and the average 
age increased. Care was now more focussed on a long term residential population. In 
1992 there were 725 patients with an average age of 76. 

By 2006 a new wing was built for patients with cognitive challenges such as 
Alzheimer’s disease. At the same time a pioneering program was underway to help 
veterans with PTSD on an outpatient basis or a short term residential program. 

Once again, changing demographics gave rise to the modernisation program begun in 
2003 and finished in 2009. This brought the tower up to new standards for geriatric 
long term care and converted the dormitories and mixed rooms exclusively into 
private rooms. 

Finally, with the veteran population in decline and the average age close to 93, floors 
began to close and the time was coming when Sainte Anne’s, once again, had to adapt. 
This resulted in the transfer of the hospital to the province on April 1 of this year and 
the admittance of the first civilians. 

At the time of writing the addition of civilian residents has meant the reopening of one 
floor and we anticipate that two more floors will reopen by the end of the year. 



A cornerstone of the care that residents here receive is the faithful service of so many 
volunteers. Their dedication to helping with the many activities that take place here is 
inspiring and I am grateful to the help they give in so many ways week after week in 
the chapel. Anyone who can provide some time to lend a hand and become a volunteer 
is always gratefully received.  

The point in telling the story of Sainte Anne’s through 100 years of history is to 
highlight that it has adapted again and again to the changing needs of its residents. By 
contrast, chaplaincy has remained the same. Welcoming new residents, conducting 
regular services in the chapel and beyond, providing spiritual care to residents, 
families, and staff in good times and in bad have all been a hallmark of chaplaincy 
here.  

The needs of the patients have changed through the years as their demographics have 
changed but providing a non-judgmental presence to those who have called Sainte 
Anne’s home is something a long legacy of chaplains - Protestant, Roman Catholic, and 
Jewish - have done faithfully for 100 years. It is a particular honour to play a small 
role in that and I am thankful to those who have served here over all those years.


