
Back to Church Sunday is a simple initiative based on a simple idea: invite a friend to come to 

something you love and are committed to — your church. More than anything else,  

parishioners will say they value the fellowship and care they find among the people in their 

churches. God connects people through friendships. Why not offer this to others we care 

about?  

 

If your parish has decided to participate in Back to Church Sunday (on September 25th or on 

another day that fits your church best) here are a few thoughts and ideas to help  prepare. 

 

Keep it simple 

It`s just about asking. The success of Back to Church is all about "one person inviting another 

person".   

 

It`s an act of faith and we aren`t alone 

We invite—the rest is in God`s hands.  Inviting is an act of faith in action.  God is at work in 

the world, in our churches, and in people`s lives.  There may well be someone you know who 

is looking for something more—something faith can provide. Who is God preparing for your 

invitation? 

 

It`s okay to feel nervous  

Most of us don`t have any experience of being invited to church. We 

were sent, brought, taken or went looking for a church. It`s okay to feel 

nervous about asking someone.  It`s okay to worry that they`ll say no. 

Re visitezvisitez   le Dimanche! le Dimanche!   

se recueillirse recueillir   ——   se donnerse donner——   s’épanouirs’épanouir 

The Back to Church  Movement  

 In 2007 - 20,000 people  accepted an invitation 

 In 2008 - 37,000 people  accepted an invitation 

 In 2010– 100,000 people  accepted an invitation 10,000 of these 

people were in Canada 

Back to Church Sunday is now the 

largest single local-church 

invitational initiative in the world. 

It is based on the simplest and 

shortest step in evangelism - that 

we should invite someone we 

already know to something we 

love; invite our friend to our 

church. The initial focus was to 

invite ‘back’ those who used to 

attend, but we want to ensure 

that anyone who doesn’t 

currently attend can be 

guaranteed a specially warm 

welcome.  See more at 

www.backtochurch.co.uk 

Come and see! 



For Priests & Lay Leaders 

1. Share the vision — if everyone of us 

invited a friend and they accepted, 

we would double our congregation. 

Let`s do it! 

2. Be a role model —I as a church 

leader am going to invite someone. 

Will you? 

3. Ask people to participate — Make 

sure every member of the active 

congregation has had a personal 

invitation to invite someone else. 

4. Teach about how God connects 

people through friendship. 

12 Steps to Becoming an Inviting Church (mjh associates) 

Conversations in Church 

For Parishioners 

1. Remember the power of your 

story—who invited you? Who and 

what helped you feel part of this 

parish? 

2. Prayerfully consider the people you 

know. Ask who has God been pre-

paring for my invitation? 

3. Practice the question— Will you 

come to church with me? 

4. Pray for courage and pray for those 

being invited, by you and by others 

in your parish. 

Making it Happen 

1. Make  the invitation. 

2. Go and pick up your guest from their 

home. 

3. Introduce them to friends over food 

and coffee after the service. 

4. Assume they are coming again. 

Watch short videos on each of 

these 12 steps at  

www.unlockingthegrowth.com/

resources/ 

Know and overcome the blocks to inviting 

1. We`re afraid of rejection 

2. We`re busy in the choir or greeting, we can`t sit with our guests 

3. Faith is private 

4. We pay the priest to do this 

5. We`re embarrassed by our church  

Here is a short discussion process to help people prepare themselves to invite another. It takes about 20 minutes. Some 

churches have done this in place of a sermon. Others invite people to have these conversations at coffee hour, or in parish 

council or advisory board meetings.  

 

Ask people to find a conversation partner, preferably not a relation or best friend. Discuss the following questions.  

1. When did you first come to this church? What do you think you were looking for?  What attracted you?   

2. How has this church been important to you at any significant times in your life?  What difference has being part of this    

congregation made?  

3. Looking ahead 3 years or so, what are your hopes?  How do you hope this congregation will help you, or support you in 

these?  

4. Are there other people you care about who have needs for a community of faith, fellowship and spiritual nurture?  How 

could our parish help and support them?  What would we need to do for this to become possible?  

At the close of the conversations, encourage people to invite the people who came to mind to come to Back to Church Sunday. 

From Janet - 

I have about 80 invitations and a few posters available 

at cost.  I am also producing invitations and posters in 

French on request. If you would like any of these   

resources, let me know. 

jmarshall@montreal.anglican.ca 

 


